
email from Sara Golling – March 16, 2009 
 
One of the problems with traditional decision-making is that we tend to look at a limited range of “facts” – 
with blinkers on; we look only at what we consider to be the “relevant” facts, and ignore the rest of the 
world.  I’m going to suggest some other factors for consideration by the decision-makers on the future of 
our schools. 
 
In his book “The Black Swan” (which I highly recommend to decision-makers of all stripes) Nassim 
Nicholas Taleb quotes (or by his own admission, possibly misquotes) Yogi Berra as having said, “There 
are some people, who if they don’t already know a thing, there’s no telling them.”   I beg you to try very 
hard not to be like that.  He’s talking about a very human tendency that is also discussed in “Mistakes 
Were Made (but not by me)” by Carol Tavris and Elliot Aronson, another excellent book that I highly 
recommend for decision-makers. 
 
A factor that is probably not being considered in the future of our schools is climate change.  Before the 
school board contemplates closing Rossland’s schools and busing students down a notoriously 
dangerous hill (and back) every day, I ask you to consider the temperature gradient, and to study the 
recent admissions of various climate scientists to the effect that climate change is occurring much faster 
than they had anticipated when they issued the most recent Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change 
report.  It may be that the time will come when more people will be choosing to live further up the 
mountain – in Rossland – to avoid the blistering heat of spring and summer in Trail – and to be able to 
continue to grow food, as many plants simply “shut down” when temperatures rise beyond a certain 
point.  Our last summer was comparatively cool, thanks to La Nina.   Why would we want to grow food, 
you ask?  Have you heard about the water shortages in California, and the resulting restrictions on 
agriculture there in this coming summer alone?  Do you know how much of our food comes from 
California? 
 
My point is this:  please do not make irreversible decisions about closing schools.  Cook Avenue School 
is closed forever, because the land has been sold and the building has been demolished.    If Rossland’s 
other schools are disposed of as well, not only will the heart of the community be gone, but it will be very, 
very expensive to bring schools back here when conditions warrant it.  
 
Another factor related to Climate Change is that busing students (or driving them in cars, which would 
happen) would be another source of greenhouse gases, contributing further to climate change at a time 
when we desperately need to reduce carbon (and equivalent) emissions to just about zero.  For all its 
flaws, the book “Climate Wars” is enlightening; the author creates scenarios, but those are based on 
science – not only the outdated data used by the IPCC in their last report, which was heavily censored by 
politicians. 
 
Can we not keep a school system which allows as many students to stay in their home communities for 
schooling as possible?  Will new technology not allow us to enjoy expanded programming even in small 
schools?  I have read a study which found that small schools provide a superior educational and social 
experience; I hope someone else cites it for you.   Meanwhile, please do not kill off education in 
Rossland. 
 
I am a citizen and resident of Rossland who would like to persuade my stepson (a sought-after computer 
programmer and statistical analyst) and his family to move to Rossland from Vancouver Island; if there 
are no schools here, he would never move here with his young family – and he would never move to Trail 
in any case.  If Rossland’s schools are closed, I predict that closure would result in a net loss of school 
children for the district, as I know families here who have said they would move away from the area 
altogether if their children cannot go to school in Rossland. 
 
I think it would be unwise and short-sighted to close Rossland’s schools in order to force the children to 
go down that hill to Trail.  
 
Sara Golling 


